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Message from the President

92 Lena Avenue is Landmarked

The Freeport Landmarks Preservation Commission is hap-
py to announce that the stone house with the slate roof, lo-
cated on the northwest corner of Lena Avenue and West
Woodbine Avenue, was approved by the Village Board of
Trustees as a Freeport landmark. This area was developed
in the late 1890s by Brooklyn businessman and “Father of
Modern Freeport,” John J. Randall. His 80 acres were
known as Randall Park and his magnificent mansion —
“Woodbine” is located just northeast of 92 Lena Avenue. Built in the late 1920s, it was a wedding
present from Jacob Post to his daughter, Olive Post. Jacob was an early real estate developer
and contractor in Freeport. His home was located on the southeast corner of Lena Avenue and
Ocean Avenue. Post built the office building on Sunrise Highway and Main Street and named it
after Olive. Before Sunrise Highway was constructed, this road was known as Olive Boulevard.
Miss Post was a graduate of Adelphi University and studied law at Cornell University. In Freeport,
she taught kindergarten at the Grove Street and Bayview Avenue schools. She married George
Porter Smith who was a concert violinist and founder and conductor of the Nassau Philharmonic.
When her father died, she took over the Jacob Post real estate firm that is still listed in the phone
book. The grandson, Henry Heller Smith, still maintains close ties to Freeport.

The Smiths had to sell the house in the 1930s, and one person who lived there during that time
period was Gabriel Heatter, the radio commentator. He became known for his coverage of the trial
of Bruno Hauptmann, the man accused of kidnapping the Lindbergh baby. During World War Il,
he coined the phrase “Ah-there’s good news tonight” whether there was or not. He was known for
broadcasting from his home. Heatter lived in four homes in Freeport including: 92 Lena Avenue,
470 Pennsylvania Avenue, and 257 Mt. Joy Avenue. We have not identified the fourth house. In
1949, Heatter's daughter, Maida, married Gimbel Department Store heir, Ellis Gimbel, in a cere-
mony at 92 Lena Avenue.

The house is a unique fieldstone French style home with copper gutters and 64 paned leaded
glass windows. The architect was Freeporter Christian Kern who also designed the Freeport The-
atre, B’nai Israel synagogue on Mount and Broadway, and the LIGHTS Club. The interior features
oak doors, two large stone fireplaces, wooden pegged floors, dark half walled paneling, and ex-
posed wood beam ceilings. French doors in the living room open into the garden.
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July 19, 2014

Nov. 23, 2014

Calendar of events...

Museum opens for the 2014 season
2-5pm

Memorial Day parade

Come march with us!

Nautical Fair
10am-4pm, Volunteers needed.

Spring Meeting—Bob Doxsee’s Freeport
7pm, Freeport Memorial Library

Photograph exhibit reception
10am-12:30pm, Freeport Memorial Library

Museum closes for the season.

Spring Meeting

Bob Doxsee’s Freeport

Bob Doxsee, Jr. of the Doxsee Island Sea Clam Company of Point Lookout will narrate a short movie
about pound net fishing that his father, Bob Doxsee, Sr. took while out on the ocean. Doxsee, Sr. was
mayor of Freeport from 1949 to 1953. Bob Jr. will show photographs about fishing operations as well
as diagrams of fish traps. Most importantly, he will share his fond memories of his Dad and Freeport.

Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014
Time: 7 to 9pm

Location: Freeport Memorial Library
Refreshments will be served



Welcome New Members!

Individual Corporate
e Lou Ciangiulli o Jeremy’s Ale House
o Mark and Jean Lauritzen « Mayfair Power Systems

» Kiristen Layton
« Karen Perkins

. Guy Riccard In memory of...

e Mark Tarantino « Steve Karr donated by

Denise Elmore

Dedications

We will be announcing the date for the dedication of the oak tree in memory of
Steve Karr and the lace capped hydrangea in honor of Dorothy Sellers. More in-
formation to follow.

Memorial Day Parade

We will be marching this year in the annual
Memorial Day parade. Volunteers are need-
ed to march, carry the banner and ride in a
1937 Plymouth vintage car.

Afterwards, we will host a luncheon at the
museum for a minimal charge.

Please R.S.V.P. if you will be participating in
the parade. For those who can not march but
would like to ride in the car, please let us
known in advance.




Nautical Fair! Historic Library Images

Date: Saturday, June 7, 2014 Date: Saturday, July 19, 2014

Time: 10am to 4pm. Time: 10am to 12:30pm

Location: Woodcleft Avenue Location: Freeport Memorial Library

We need volunteers to be at the Freeport We need volunteers to help with our photo-
Historical Society’s table. We will be there graph display for the exhibit. If you would

from 10 to 4 and require assistance setting like to help, please leave us a message at

up at 9:30am. Exact location of table will be the museum (516)623-9632 or email us at
announced. freeporthistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
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New Web Site Launched!

Our newly designed web site has launched! The public now has access to our online book
catalog, digital collections including photographs, postcards and music scores, and the latest
news. Access to transcribed 1898 and 1912 census, death and burial records and various
other resources are now available.

Freeport Historical Society & Museum
350 So. Main Street, Freeport, N.Y.

esources oi P onations

Museum Opens!

On April 27th. the museum opens for the
2014 season. Self-guided tours are
available from 2:00pm to 5:00pm.

Visit our catalog

FREEPORT
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Officers and Trustees On the Web

President and Curator Cynthia Krieg
We can be found on the web at:

www.freeporthistorymuseum.org. There you will find
our current events and latest news! Don’t forget to

1% Vice President Marty Himes

2" Vice President Jane Jersic

Treasurer Ruth Sandhaas check out the longislandmemories.org site! We have
Corresponding Secretary Marianne Endo over 5,000 photos loaded there.
Recording Secretary Jeanne Booth Follow us on Twitter! Our handle is @FrptHisSoc

Director of Extension Services Robert J. Raynor Join our group on Facebook!

B == G- Feeney Read our blog freeportlihistory.blogspot.com

Genealogist Carol Poulos i i i
Contact us at freeporthistoricalsociety@yahoo.com

Visit us at our Second Life office (pictured below)

Lorraine Avitabile Ellen Kelly

Patrice Benneward Gail Nelson

Miguel Bermudez William Nelson

Rita Carter Helen Razzano
Isabelle Drach Traneice Richardson
Paul Eberst Denise Rushton
Regina Feeney Camilla Wier

Mary Hessel Steven Williams
Jack Holly Frank Young

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS!

2014-2015 memberships are up for renewal. Check the mailing label for your expiration date. Our fiscal year is April
2014 to March 2015. Please continue your support of the Museum’s operation. Your dues are tax deductible. If you want
a membership card, pick it up at the Museum or at the meeting.

Freeport Historical Society is a non-profit organization solely supported by memberships and contributions. In addition to the
regular memberships, the Society has established a LIFE MEMBERSHIP FUND and a MEMORIAL FUND for receiving gifts.

Please make check payable to “The Freeport Historical Society”, P.O. Box 323, Freeport, NY 11520
o INDIVIDUAL ($10 annually) o FAMILY ($15 annually) o SUSTAINING ($25 annually)
o ORGANIZATIONS/CORPORATIONS ($50 annually)
o LIFE MEMBER (Single Donor $150) o LIFE MEMBER (Organizations/Corporations $250)
o MEMORIAL FUND (In memory of) $

Name

Address Phone

Email

Please circle any area of interest as the Society NEEDS your participation and help.

Host/Hostess at the Museum Digital accessioning Newsletter Filing Research Gardening

Photography Cleaning Hospitality Committee (baking) Membership Mailings  Graphic Arts
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